
assigned #15 
 

(2015) 
 

James Saunders 



assigned is a series of pieces which is drawn from my modular composition project #[unassigned] (2000-9). The project led to over 150 versions of 
the piece, which was flexible in its construction, with each version being formed by a combination of newly composed and pre-existing modules. 

Each version was different, composed for a specific performance, and normally only performed once. In assigned a selection of the older versions 
of #[unassigned] have been made available, alongside some new pieces which use the same materials but are fixed. 

 
 

performance instructions 
use a stopwatch and proceed through material according to indicated time points 

for full performance instructions, see #[unasigned] booklet 
 

instrumentation  
alto flute 

piano (with ebow) 
chamber organ 

percussion (bass drum, tam tam 2 metal sheets, 2 metal blocks, metal file, 2 wood boards) 
auxiliary (4 dictaphones, shortwave radio) 

viola 
cello 

 
duration: 45’00” 

 
assigned #15 was written for Apartment House and recorded by them for another timbre on 16 April 2015 in St. Paul’s Hall, Huddersfield. 
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assigned #15
chamber organ
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assigned #15 
auxiliary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time Dictaphone 1 Dictaphone 2 Dictaphone 3 Dictaphone 4 SW radio 
0’00 Record Record Record Record <Scan> 
1’00 Stop-Rewind        
2’00 Play Stop-Rewind      
3’00  Play Stop-Rewind    
4’00 Stop-Rewind   Play Stop-Rewind  
5’00 Record    Play  
6’00 Stop-Rewind       
7’00 Play Stop-Rewind      
8’00  Record      
9’00 Stop-Rewind         
10’00 Record Stop-Rewind  Stop-Rewind    
11’00 Stop-Rewind Play Record    
12’00 Play       
13’00      Stop-Rewind  
14’00 Stop-Rewind    Stop-Rewind Record  
15’00 Record Stop-Rewind Play    
16’00 Stop-Rewind Record     
17’00 Play        
18’00  Stop-Rewind   Stop-Rewind  
19’00 Stop-Rewind  Play   Play  
20’00 Record      
21’00 Stop-Rewind    Stop-Rewind    
22’00 Play   Record    
23’00  Stop-Rewind      
24’00 Stop-Rewind  Record      
25’00 Record   Stop-Rewind    
26’00 Stop-Rewind Stop-Rewind Play    
27’00 Play Play  Stop-Rewind  
28’00     Record  
29’00 Stop-Rewind         
30’00 Record        
31’00 Stop-Rewind Stop-Rewind      
32’00 Play Record  Stop-Rewind Stop-Rewind  
33’00    Record Play  
34’00 Stop-Rewind  Stop-Rewind     
35’00 Record Play      
36’00 Stop-Rewind  Stop-Rewind    
37’00 Play   Play    
38’00        
39’00 Stop-Rewind  Stop-Rewind      
40’00 Record       
41’00 Stop-Rewind    Stop-Rewind  
42’00 Play       
43’00    Stop-Rewind    
44’00 Stop-Rewind        
45’00      
 
Record: 2.4cm/s 
Play: 1.2cm/s 
SW radio: continuous slow scanning, noise/pitch mix, avoid clear stations 


	assigned #15 title
	flute
	percussion
	piano
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	viola
	cello
	auxiliary

